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cords, has long been overdue, valuable though it wou *
obviously be in elucidating and supplementing our info i
mation concerning the later period of Mughal history, if
is not that there is any dearth or paucity of contemporary
documents; on the contrary, there is abundant materi*
for the study of the subject which has never yet been ful
utilized by scholars. The present writer has endeavoured^
from reliable sources, to compile a connected story o^
Nizamu'l-Mulk's life and times, as the beginning of tltf
epilogue to the great drama enacted by the Mughals on1
the stage of Indian history. This sketch is at once a
narrative and a critical study. Its object is to enable tha
reader to form a correct estimate of the career of the ablest i
and most clear-sighted general and statesman of the early
eighteenth century in India, and also to sketch the history
of the conditions which, under the latterJs impulse, result-
ed in establishing the Mughal predominance in the Dec-
can. It is, in effect, impossible to draw a dividing line
between history and biography, when one attempts to
write about such a personality as Nizamu'1-Mulk Asaf
Jah I, whose career played so vital a part in the fashioning
of the political conditions of his time-
During the course of my investigations I have been
fortunate to utilize some very valuable and hitherto un-y
published material in the Asafia State Library and Daftar-
i-Dlwani  (Records Office of the  Haiderabad  State)
which illuminates many a dark corner of the later Mughal 5
history.